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What is the capacity and current support for 

rural emergency services?

The BC Landscape.

Julian Marsden June 7 2018

Objectives

1. Describe one aspect of EM care in BC.

2.  Introduce potential research opportunities.

2014 BC Emergency Physician 

Workforce and Training Survey

Chantel Archibald

Jim Christenson MD, FRCPC

Julian Marsden MD, CCFP(EM)
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 Other biases:

CCFP(EM) residency trained

 Former CCFP(EM) Program Director

Only worked in urban EM

Survey of ED physician leaders in BC to:

1. Estimate the current number of physicians caring for 
patients in EDs;

2. Understand the certification relevant to EM; and

3. Estimate physicians practicing primarily EM or in 
combination with family practice.

4. Estimate the shortfall in emergency physicians now 
and in 3 and 5 years;

Methods

1. 2013: List of BC’s hospitals from BC MoH website

2. Each hospital was then contacted to confirm that they 
had a functioning ED:

“An area of the hospital that provided acute care of patients 
who presented without prior appointment, either by their own 
means or by ambulance.”

3. Name & contact information for MD leader of ED

4. 2014: Email survey x 3 with phone follow-up as needed
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1) Your'Name:'
'

2) Your'hospital:'
'

3) Your'preferred'phone'number:'
'

4) Currently,'how'many'individual'physicians'care'for'patients'in'your'
emergency'department?'
'

5) Ideally'how'many'more'physician'staff'do'you'need?'
'

6) How'many'physicians'in'your'department'work'only'in'emergency'medicine?'
(could'include'emergency'administration,'education'or'research??'
'

7) How'many'physicians'in'your'department'practice'emergency'medicine'in'
combination'with'Family'Medicine'or'General'Practice?'
'

8) How'many'emergency'practitioners'in'your'department'have'post'graduate'
certification'in'emergency'medicine?'
'

9) How'many'of'those'have'certification'with'the'Royal'College'EM?'
'

10) 'How many have certification with the Canadian College of Family Practice 

EM?  '
'
'

  11) How'many'have'certification'with'the American'Board'in'EM?'
'
'

12) How'many'physicians'in'your'department'have'taken'other'Enhanced'Skills'
Training'in'Emergency'Medicine?'
'
'

13) Please'try'and'estimate'how'many'new'physicians'you'will'need'in'your'
emergency'department'in 3'years'(2016)'
'
'

14) Please'try'and'estimate'how'many'new'physicians'you'will'need'in'your'
emergency'department'in'5'years'(2018)'?'
'
'

15) 'Please'add'any'questions'or'comments'
'
'
'
Thanks'again'for'your'time'and'help.'
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Results

ED Physician Numbers: Full-time & Part-time
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Limitations

1. Results relied on estimates of site leads:
 Survey bias

 Physicians with variable involvement with ED

2. Some physicians work at multiple sites:
 Active and provisional numbers similar in FHA

3. Physician numbers not FTE numbers
 Different work/life balance probably exists between 

communities

4. Estimating future demand was left entirely to the 

responder’s discretion.

1. Certification breakdown by type of site

2. Number of patients seen: with/without EM 
certification

Post Survey Analysis

30%	

62%	

8%	 3%	

43%	54%	

Certification Breakdown by Site Type

1%	 7%	

91%	

CCFP(EM) FRCP-EM

1° FM/EM: 56 Sites

412 MDôs

Both EM & FM/EM 

12 Sites 

148 MDôs

1° EM: 24 Sites 

464 MDôs

Neither Certification

2013-14 Visit Numbers = wide range
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Average = 22,037 visits

Median = 13,973 visits
Range = 1,011 – 113,006

Patient Visits:

EM Certification vs. Non-EM Certification
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Conclusions

1. 1024 physicians provide EM care in BC

2. Just under half of physicians practice EM as 

part of their family practice

3. Approximately half of physicians providing 

EM care in BC have EM certification:
 70 percent in CCFP(EM)

 28 percent in FRCP-EM

4. The certification breakdown varies by type of 

site
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Conclusions

1. More sites have MD’s providing EM care as part 

of their Family Practice

2. More patients are seen by EM certified MDs 

3. Estimated need for 20 percent more physicians to 

provide EM care in BC in 2014

 Another 399 needed by 2019

Thank you.

Questions and Comments?


